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Background:
There is a contradiction between Rule 8.4 and Rule 34.1. Rule 8.4 (a) clearly establishes that “requests may be
made at any time” and Rule 34.1 establishes the 31st of March 2020 as the deadline for submission of commercial
products.

Questions:
General to commercial products.
1.

May Competitors request to the Rules Committee to add a commercial product to the relevant list:
o at any time (as Rule 8.4 (a) says)? Or
o must be this request by a Competitor sent to the Rules Committee prior to 31st of March
2020 (as Rule 34.1 says)?

2.

Is there a requirement in the Class Rule to build the Sails using commercial products? and if so, in
which Rule?

3.

Is there a requirement in the Class Rule to build the hydraulic control circuits and components of Rule 22
(for example a hydraulic ram) using commercial products? and if so, in which Rule?

4.

Is there a requirement in the Class Rule to build the electrical and electronic systems of Rule 23.1 letters
(a), (b), (c) and (e) using commercial products? and if so, in which Rule?

Core.
5.

Is there an obligation in the Class Rule to only use for an AC75 Yacht core products that have been
included by the Rules Committee in the list of commercial products or is the “can” of Rule 8.4
permissive?

Pre-consolidated thermoplastic FRP components.
6.

Is there an obligation in the Class Rule to only use for an AC75 Yacht pre-consolidated thermoplastic
FRP components that have been included by the Rules Committee in the list of commercial
products? and if so, in which Rule?

Paints.
7.

Does Class Rule 9.1 require to only use for an AC75 Yacht as the outermost layer paints that have been
included by the Rules Committee in the list of commercial products?

8.

If a paint similar to those included in Rule 8.6, that complies with all the substantive requirements of Rule
8.2 comes to the market say in August 2020, could Competitors request its addition to the approved
paints list?

9.

If a paint similar to those included in Rule 8.6, that complies with all the substantive requirements of Rule
8.2 comes to the market say in August 2020, could the Rules Committee add it to the approved paints
list of Rule 8.6 without a formal request by a Competitor?
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Uncontrolled components.
10. Is there an obligation in the Class Rule to only use for an AC75 Yacht uncontrolled components that
have been included by the Rules Committee in the list of commercial products? and if so, in which
Rule?
11. Must winches, blocks, traveller tracks, hydraulic valves and similar components that are on board an
AC75 yachts be commercial products? and if that is the case, where is that requirement in the Class
Rule?
12. Must winches, blocks, traveller tracks, hydraulic valves or similar components that are on board an AC75
yachts be uncontrolled components? and if that is the case, where is that requirement in the Class
Rule?
13. May a competitor build their own or order custom winches, blocks, traveller tracks, hydraulic valves or
similar components? if not please specify the Class Rule. If so, what is the applicable maximum elastic
modulus of Rule 6.4 and maximum temperature or applied pressures of Rule 7.2?
14. If a team buys a commercial winch, block, traveller track or hydraulic valve and similar products is it
compulsory to declare it within the 150 kg allocated to uncontrolled components by Rule 8.7 (a)
a) Always? Please state the applicable rules.
b) No, unless the material of the component exceeds 220 GPa of Rule 6.4.
c) No. Please state other applicable rules.

Interpretation:
A) Rule 35.13 defines commercial product as “a classification of products controlled by Rule 8.” Rule 8
further specifies what types of products can be classified as commercial products, as well as laying out
the process by which products are classified and approved as commercial products.
B) In the context of Rule 8, Rule 9, and Rule 35.13, the Rules Committee interprets that the terms
“classified”, “classification”, “approved”, and “approval” have functionally identical meanings.
Therefore, only those products that have been submitted to the Rules Committee for approval as
commercial products, and which have been approved by the Rules Committee as commercial
products and have been included on the list of commercial products per rule 8.3, are classified and
eligible for use as commercial products.
For the avoidance of doubt, if a rule requires that a type of product be a commercial product in order
to be used, it must be on the list of approved commercial products in order for a Competitor to use
it.
C) Some products may meet the general definition of a commercial product, but they are not considered
commercial products for purposes of the AC75 Class Rule unless they are on the list of approved
commercial products. This does not necessarily mean that a Competitor cannot use them, but it
does mean that a Competitor cannot use them in their defined sense unless they are on the list of
approved commercial products. Other rules may prohibit the use of those products if they do not
comply with specific constraints, for example, the materials properties limits of Rule 6, or the
construction constraints of Rule 7.
D) While Rule 8.4(a) says that request for commercial product classification can be made at any time,
8.4(a) is joined to 8.4(b) by the conjunction “and”, such that 8.4(a) is further constrained by 8.4(b).
The timeline for the request for classification of any product as a commercial product for use on a
yacht in an event is as outlined in 8.4(b), with the final request deadline as specified in Rule 34, as linked
to by Rule 8.4(b)(ii).
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Answers:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

13.

14.

See interpretation clause D), above.
No, but sails may be built using commercial products.
No, but such systems may be built using commercial products.
No, but such systems may be built using commercial products.
Rule 6.8 state that “Core materials shall be commercial products and shall not be uncontrolled
components.” See interpretation clause B), above.
Rule 7.3(c)(ii) states (in part) that thermoplastic FRP material sourced as “…pre-consolidated solid
laminate in standard shapes...must be commercial products…”. See interpretation clause B), above.
Rule 9.1 applies only to those components enumerated in that rule, not to the entire yacht, as is implied
by the question. Paints used for compliance with Rule 9.1(a) must be “…commercial products
approved by the Rules Committee…” and must therefore be on the list of approved commercial
products. See interpretation clause B), above.
No. See interpretation clause D), above.
No. The process outlined in Rule 8.4 is the only process by which products can be added to the list of
approved commercial products.
Yes. For a product to be categorized as an uncontrolled component, it must be an approved
commercial product. See interpretation clause B), above.
No. They are not required to be commercial products, but they may be commercial products.
No. They are not required to be uncontrolled components (and therefore commercial products),
but they may be uncontrolled components (and therefore commercial products). However,
attention is drawn to Rules 6 and 7 with regard to materials properties limits and construction methods
constraints that apply to the materials used in and construction methods used for such components if
they are not classified as uncontrolled components (and therefore commercial products). Certain
material certificates are required as per rule 6.4.
Yes, but since such a component is not commercially available, it cannot be classified as a commercial
product, and must therefore comply with the applicable materials properties´ limits of Rule 6.4 for the
type of materials used, and the applicable construction methods constraints of Rule 7, throughout the
manufacturing process. Certain material certificates are required as per rule 6.4.
Generally, per supplied answer b). A commercially-available product of the type described is only required
to be classified as an uncontrolled component (and therefore a commercial product) if the material
properties and methods used in its construction exceed the limits set out in Rule 6.4 for the type of
materials used in the product, or the construction methods permitted in Rule 7.

END.
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